
 

Timberlines      
 W. J. Breckenridge Chapter  

Izaak Walton League 

June/July 2010 
www.breckenridgeikes.org  

Coming Events  
  

JulyJulyJulyJuly    

13131313    Board Meeting 7:30 pmBoard Meeting 7:30 pmBoard Meeting 7:30 pmBoard Meeting 7:30 pm    

27272727    Social.Education Meeting 7:30 pm Social.Education Meeting 7:30 pm Social.Education Meeting 7:30 pm Social.Education Meeting 7:30 pm 

Jerry Bahls, Past Pres. of Mpls. Audubon, 

will speak and show film on that most 

beautiful and nearly endangered species- 

the Red Headed Woodpecker 

 

August    
 

10101010    Board Meeting 7:30 pmBoard Meeting 7:30 pmBoard Meeting 7:30 pmBoard Meeting 7:30 pm    

24242424 Social/Ed meeting   7:30 PM 

Speaker, Brad Walker from the Midwest 

Office of the National Izaak Walton 

League.  Brad is an expert on Mississippi 

River problems and will speak on many 

river issues 

 

         

 

 

Volunteers  

for  

refreshments needed.   

Please call  

Melissa  

Sonnenberg  

if you can  

help.  

763-549-8873 

Social/Ed meeting, Tuesday, July 27   
7:30 PM 
Jerry Bahls, Past Pres. of Mpls. 
Audubon, will speak and show film on 
that most beautiful and nearly 
endangered species- the Red Headed 
Woodpecker.  This species has been 
decimated by European Starlings, lack of 
old dead trees, etc.  Jerry will tell us how 
we might aide their proliferation similar 
to the comeback of the Bluebird. 

If you would like to  
receive this newsletter  
electronically, please contact 
Barb Franklin 



 

Walter J. Breckenridge Chapter 

Izaac Walton League of America 

Board minutes 

June 8, 2010 
 

Attendance:  Barb Franklin, John Rust, Jim 
Arnold, Steve Schaust, Bruce Hansen, Dick 
Brown, Melissa Sonnenberg, , Wes 
Hendrickson,  
Minutes were approved. 
 

Calendar:   

Programs for July and August will likely be 
on Mississippi River locks and the red headed 
woodpecker.  Dick Brown will visit with both 
presenters and determine which presentation 
will be which month.  Audubon is again 
providing some of the summer programs. 
 

Eagle Scout Project: 

Alex Schell from Troop 332 proposed an 
Eagle Scout project – cleaning and 
refinishing the ¼ log siding on the Chapter 
House.  Alex will organize workers and 
supplies.  The Chapter will supply the stain if 
necessary. 
 

Buildings and Grounds:  

• The building committee met recently to 
discuss plans for the shed project.  Dick 
Brown presented the plan and the board 
visited the proposed site.  Some of the 
materials will be donated by Brad Larson 
but the total cost is expected to be over 
$2,000.  After much discussion the board 
approved a motion that would allow 
spending up to $2,500 on this project. 

•   The rain garden is in need of weeding. 
• The Chapter House floor was recently 

refinished.  It looks great, but the floor 
man recommended we do a second coat 
by this fall.  It was decided to postpone a 
decision on a second coat until we see 
what other expenses occur in the next few 
months. 

Treasurer Report: 

Bruce gave us an update on our checking and 
savings accounts.  He also passed out a report 
that shows that for the last year income has 
not kept pace with our expenses.  On average, 
we expend about $70 a month more than we 
take in.  This is primarily caused by the 
decrease in rental income (down more than 
$2,000 each of the past two years).  The 
finance committee will meet soon to discuss 
our financial situation.  There is not a 
financial crisis for the Chapter, since our 
checking account and savings account total 
about $25,000.  But, we do have many 
projects pending, and we need to be prepared 
should there be a major appliance failure. 
 

Rentals: 
Wes reported on rentals 
. 

Scholarship:  

Many of our new scholarship recipients will 
be at the June meeting.  Board members were 
reminded that no scholarship payments in 
2010 will come from the general fund. 
 

Timberlines: 

A concern was recently expressed about how 
opinion pieces in the Timberlines should be 
labeled.  A brief discussion was held.  Steve 
will respond. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jim Arnold, substitute secretary 

 
 



 

The Walter J. Breckenridge Chapter now has 120 Members!!!!!!!!!!!!The Walter J. Breckenridge Chapter now has 120 Members!!!!!!!!!!!!The Walter J. Breckenridge Chapter now has 120 Members!!!!!!!!!!!!The Walter J. Breckenridge Chapter now has 120 Members!!!!!!!!!!!! 

But our goal is But our goal is But our goal is But our goal is 200 200 200 200 members!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!members!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!members!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!members!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 Do you know someone that wants to become a member???? 

 If so, forward this email to your friend and they can join 

the chapter at Half Price for a Half Year Membership!!!!!!!!! 

  Are you worried about the environmental affects of the Oil Spill in the Gulf of Mexico???? 

 

IWLA's Member's PledgeIWLA's Member's PledgeIWLA's Member's PledgeIWLA's Member's Pledge 

"To strive for the purity of water,  
the clarity of air,  
and the wise stewardship  
of the land and its resources;  
to know the beauty  
and understanding of nature  
and the value of wildlife,  
woodlands and open space;  
to the preservation of this heritage  

and to man's sharing in it." 

"I pledge myself as a member of the 

 Izaak Walton League of America."  

 Membership Application: 

Name: _____________________  
Date: ___________ 
 
Address: ________________________ 
 
Phone:__________________________ 
 
E Mail:__________________________ 

 
Student: $31.00 (Full Year)   
Family $75.50 (Full Year)    Individual: 
$55.00 (Full Year) 
Dues include membership in the National 
Izaak Walton League. 

   * The 6-month July-Dec. family 
membership is $37.00 (Half Year). 
   * The 6-month July-Dec. individual 
membership is $27.00 (Half year). 
   * The 6-month July-Dec. student 
membership is $15.00 (Half Year). 
Dues are subject to change. 

Please make check payable to: 

  
IWLA, Walter J. Breckenridge Chapter 

Mail to:        

Lorraine Spears 

11201 Kentucky Avenue N 

Champlin, MN 55316 

Phone: 763-424-0552 



 

Chimney Swifts    

Ron Windingstad 
was the presenter 
for the joint 
Audubon/
Breckenridge 
Chapter June 
Social/
Educational 
program.  Ron 
talked about 
Chimney Swifts 
and the Audubon Chimney 
Swift Conservation 
project.  Chimney Swifts are 
a bird species that have 
historically lived in old 
growth forests and nested 
within hollowed out but still 
standing 
dead trees.  Because of the 
cutting of old growth forests 
the species has had to adapt 
to the modern world.  As a 
result, they have learned to 
nest inside building 
chimney's in the late 
springtime, when the 
chimney is not in use.  Only 
one pair of Chimney Swifts 
will nest in a single 
chimney.  During periods of 
migration, however, 
hundreds of the birds can be 
seen entering and exiting 
some chimneys in the 
morning and evening 
hours.  Audubon has created 
a program where artificial 
nesting structures - shaped 
like chimneys are placed 
around the country to help 

preserve the 
species.  During 
the non-nesting 
season, Chimney 
Swifts migrate to 
the the Amazon 
basin, and areas of 
Peru, Brazil, and 

Columbia. -  

John Rust 
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2010 Scholarship winners  Shaina Sabel, Ruth Burke, Ellen Squires and William 
Risse.  Hannah Goodrich could not attend because she is working at the Wolf Center 
in Ely. 

2010 Scholarship winners attend June meeting. 



 

Shed Construction Begins 
By Jim Arnold 

 

For many years the Chapter has considered building a shed to house the garbage containers 
and firewood that have created a bit of an eyesore in the 
area just west of the Chapter House.  In June significant 
beginnings were made in the construction process of the 
Dick Brown designed building.  At its’ June meeting the 
board approved the site and funding for the shed.  The 
following week the site was prepared and forms for the 
cement were built.  On June 24th the cement slab was 
poured.  Then, during the last week of June, the walls 
and roof went up.  The main work remaining includes 
shingling, siding, trim and doors.   
 
Dick Brown, Hans Nielsen, John Fraley, Steve Schaust, 
Dean Halonen and Jim Arnold have spent many hours on 
the project.  Another Chapter member, Brad Larson (B.J. 
Larson Remodeling) provided bobcat help preparing the 
sight and has donated hundreds of dollars of construction 
material. 
 
In addition to the satisfaction of watching the building 
develop, the crew has been treated to many old construction stories from Dick and Hans.  And, 
the highlight might be imagining what the folks at Burger King are thinking when Dick walks 
in with our lunch menu written on a 2x4. 
 
If you’d like to join the crew, please contact Jim Arnold, Dick Brown or Steve Schaust.  

 
 

Steve Schaust says that he can lean over and 
get that last nail in! 

John Fraley knows how to swing a hammer! 

Dick Brown can still get the 
job done! 



 

Jim Arnold and Hans Nielsen hang the first piece of wall. 
Hans Nielsen checking the first 
piece to go on the wall. 

Jim Arnold places the nail to sit the board on 
to keep it at the right height. 

Measure twice, cut once says Dick Brown. 



 

If you would like to submit an article for the Timberlines, please send it to  

Marlys Carls-Steiskal at: EditorBreckIWL@msn.com 
Deadline is the last day of each month. 

“All articles in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the position 

of the Breckenridge Board of directors.”  

W. J. Breckenridge Chapter 

Izaak Walton League of America 

8816 West River Road 

Brooklyn Park MN 55444 

We now have the best bicycle rack in the neighborhood thanks to Steve Schaust. 


